Florida Historical Quarterly
Volume 42
Number 2 Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 42,
Number 2

Article 4

1963

Federal Relations with the Apalachicola Indians, 1823-1838
James W. Covington

Part of the American Studies Commons, and the United States History Commons

Find similar works at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq
University of Central Florida Libraries http://library.ucf.edu
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by STARS. It has been accepted for inclusion in Florida
Historical Quarterly by an authorized editor of STARS. For more information, please contact STARS@ucf.edu.

Recommended Citation
Covington, James W. (1963) "Federal Relations with the Apalachicola Indians, 1823-1838," Florida
Historical Quarterly: Vol. 42 : No. 2 , Article 4.
Available at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol42/iss2/4

Covington:Society:
FederalFlorida
Relations
Historical
with the
Quarterly,
Apalachicola
Vol. 42,
Indians,
Issue 21823-1838

FEDERAL RELATIONS WITH THE
APALACHICOLA INDIANS: 1823-1838
by J AMES W. C OVINGTON
G RANT F OREMAN ’S outstanding book Indian Removal, the
classic account of the Five Civilized Tribes’ movement from
the southeastern United States into Indian Territory, the author
introduces the Seminole section with the following words: “In the
dishonorable record of our dealings with the Indians there is perhaps no blacker chapter than that relating to the Seminole people.’’ l Certainly when we think of the Seminoles we recall broken
treaties, dogs tracking Indians through the swamps and the capture of Osceola while protected by a flag of truce. One rather
shady phase of the Seminole removal which has been somewhat
neglected by the historians is the story of the Seminole group in
northwestern Florida which was known as the Apalachicola band.
It is difficult to ascertain exactly when the Apalachicolas
entered Florida or when they ceased being Creeks and joined the
unofficial ranks of the Seminole tribe. If one checks the designation Apalachicola in John R. Swanton’s Indian Tribes of North
America he will find that bands in Georgia and Alabama are mentioned in some detail but little attention is paid to those Apalachicolas residing in Florida. 2 Consequently, it is hazardous to label
those Indians living along the Apalachicola River prior to 1823
as being Creeks, Seminoles, or even Apalachicolas.
The Apalachicola band in Florida was formally created as a
political unit by the Treaty of Camp Moultrie which was signed
in September, 1823, between various Seminole leaders and federal representatives. The original draft of the treaty stated that
the Seminoles should move into a 4,032,920 acre reservation
situated in the general area between the Peace and Withlacoochee
rivers. 3 An amendment to the original draft, however, allowed
N

1. Grant Foreman, Indian Removal (Norman, 1953), 315.
2. John R. Swanton, The Indian Tribes of North America. Bureau of
American Ethnology, Bulletin 145 (Washington, 1952), passim.
3. For an account of the treaty deliberation see John K. Mahon, “The
Treaty of Moultrie Creek, 1823,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXX
(April, 1962), 350-372.
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Neamathla (the recently elected principal negotiator) and five
other important leaders and their followers to remain in North
Florida and, according to the federal negotiators, had this amendment not been included, the treaty would not have been accepted
by the tribe. 4 Neamathla, Yellow Hair, the Mulatto King, and
John Blount had conferred with Governor Andrew Jackson as
early as September, 1821, and convinced him that the Apalachicola River valley was an excellent site for a Seminole reservation. 5 John Blount and Yellow Hair had been given favored
treatment because they had been friendly with the Americans for
many years, rendering most valuable services during the War of
1812 and the First Seminole War. As stipulated in the treaty
the six reserves included the following areas:
For the use of Neamathla [sic] and his connexions, two miles
square, embracing the Tuphulga village, on the waters of
Rocky Comfort creek. For Blount and Tuski Hajo, a reservation, commencing on the Appalachicola, one mile below
Tuski-Hajo’s improvements, running up said river four miles;
thence west, two miles; thence southerly, to a point two miles
due west of the beginning; thence east, to the beginning
point. For Mulatto King and Emathlochee, a reservation,
commencing on the Appalachicola, at a point to include
Yellow Hair’s improvements; thence up said river, for four
miles; thence west, one mile; thence southerly, to a point one
mile west of the beginning; and thence east, to the beginning
point. For Econchattimico, a reservation, commencing on the
Chattahoochee, one mile below Econchatimico’s house; thence
up said river, for four miles; thence one mile west; thence
southerly, to a point one mile west of the beginning; thence
east to the beginning point. 6
Persons belonging to the bands of John Blount and Yellow
Hair were already living on the land set aside for them, but
Neamathla, Emathlochee, and their bands were required to travel
some distance from their former homes to the reserves. Since the
migrating Indians had no chance to plant or harvest crops, they
were supplied with rations by Governor William P. DuVal at
St. Marks.
4. Indian Commissioners to Secretary of War, September 26, 1823,
Clarence E. Carter, ed., Territorial Papers of the United States: Territory of Florida, XXII, 747-751. Hereafter cited as T.P. Andrew
Jackson to John C. Calhoun, July 14, 1823, and Jackson to John Q.
Adams, October 6, 1821, ibid., 720, 232.
5. Jackson to Calhoun, September 20, 1821, ibid., 211.
6. American State Papers: Indian Affairs, II, 430.
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Although Indian and white man had signed a treaty of peace
and friendship which was designed to last at least a few years,
some serious trouble arose within several months. Friction had
developed between Neamathla and the territorial governor as
early as January, 1824, but the white man recognized the fine
qualities of the Indian leader and was reluctant to force the issue.
As soon as the garrison was removed from St. Marks, the Seminoles began to raid the herds of cattle grazing in the neighborhood
and the settlers began to complain about such activities. It was
apparent to Indian Agent Gad Humphreys that a mistake had
been made in placing Neamathla, the acknowledged leader of
the tribe, on a reserve situated some distance from the main
reservation. 7
By July, 1824, DuVal’s patience with Neamathla had worn
thin and he was forced to visit the Indian leader and personally
discharge him from his position as principal Seminole chief.
Another tense situation arose when the Indians, in a bold attempt
to force white withdrawal from the area, killed some cattle and
hogs belonging to settlers and threatened the pioneers. DuVal,
moving quickly during this crisis, invited the Apalachicolas, Tallahassees, and Mikasukis to a well attended and peaceful meeting
at Judge Robinson’s home - a site situated some thirty miles from
the Apalachicola towns. On the next day he visited Neamathla’s
town and told the armed warriors about a council scheduled for
July 26 at St. Marks. DuVal made certain that the meeting
would be well attended - he informed the Seminoles a military
force would occupy their villages if his invitation were not accepted. Six hundred Indians showed their understanding of the
situation by visiting St. Marks at the appointed time and learning
that Neamathla had been relieved as head chief and that John
Hicks was selected in his place. 8 None of the Seminoles seemingly objected to this change in office holders.
Within a short period of time, Neamathla and his band rejoined the Creek Nation in Alabama. Some persons in Florida
doubted that he had ever occupied the land at Rocky Comfort
which had been reserved for him. Finally, in 1827, the land was
surveyed and offered for sale to the white settlers. In spite of the
7.
8.

Humphreys to DuVal, April 7, 1824, DuVal t o Calhoun July 12,
1824, ibid., 617, 619.
DuVal to Calhoun, July 29, 1824, ibid., 621.
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seemingly harsh treatment Neamathla had received, he did not
express any feelings of ill-will towards the whites and in 1826
aided the white authorities by sending warriors to assist in the
capture of some murderers.
During November, 1824, DuVal visited the Apalachicola reserves and found the Indians living there to be well adjusted to
reservation life. Since they possessed a sufficient supply of hogs
they were given sheep instead of hogs as stipulated in the treaty.
In a burst of enthusiasm the governor exclaimed, “The houses
and fields of these people are equal to the best of the improvements among the white people in this section of Florida.’’ 9 The
good work done by these Indians was all in vain for late summer
rains caused the river to overflow three times and ruin their corn
fields. Consequently, they were forced to appeal for emergency
aid in order to keep from starving.
During the summer of 1826 DuVal took action against some
unruly neighbors of the Apalachicolas. A small band of lawless
white men began stealing horses, cattle, and hogs belonging to the
Indians and, in order to safeguard the livestock, DuVal appointed
John Phagan as resident sub-agent for the Apalachicolas. He
established operations in a combination office and storehouse
erected on the banks of the Apalachicola and the presence of
this official brought an end to the raids.
It was during 1826 that the Apalachicolas rendered some
valuable assistance to the federal authorities. Some tenseness developed along the northern boundary of the central Florida reservation and, in a show of force, Major Francis Dade, accompanied
by some soldiers and a party of Apalachicolas, moved to the Suwannee River. 10 A small band of Indians which had been involved
in several murders in Georgia and Florida was located in a wellconcealed coastal island hideout. Discovery of the retreat was
made possible by the hard work of Neamathla’s scouts and some
Apalachicola warriors who had searched for the lair for three
months. The alleged murderers were so dumbfounded at having
been discovered that they surrendered without firing a shot. As a
reward for their services, the Apalachicola men were given additional rations and several of their leaders were presented with
9. DuVal to Calhoun, October 26, 1824, ibid., 626.
10. DuVal t o McKenney, November 9, 1826, T.P., XXIII, 661-662.
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medals. In 1827, Sub-agent Phagan led an Indian patrol into the
area between the Apalachicola and Suwannee rivers, arresting
some Indians who had strayed northward from the principal reservation. 11 As compensation for the thirty days’ service, DuVal
presented the Indians with presents worth $250.
Despite the apparent good feeling existing between Phagan
and his charges, there was at least one sign of disharmony. In the
fall of 1827, in a letter dispatched to Washington, composed but
not written by John Blount and another leader, Phagan was accused of five violations of good faith. 12 Charges raised against
the sub-agent included these following points: (1) he had not
paid the Indians the amount allowed by treaty and act of Congress; (2) the Indians were given goods which were useless to
them: a violation of the treaty; (3) the sub-agent gave a slave to
a white man but said slave was property of an Indian girl; (4) the
sub-agent threatened to break the authority of the chiefs and refused to allow Indians to sell pelts and corn beyond the limits of
the reserve; and (5) when whites stole property of Indians, the
sub-agent took no action. In rebuttal, DuVal accused the interpreter Stephen Richards of “stirring up trouble,” but evidence of
Phagan’s misdeeds were later discovered in 1832 when he was
removed from his post on charges that he had stolen funds from
the Indians. Unfortunately for the Apalachicolas, no corrective
action had been taken in 1827.
When Andrew Jackson was elected President of the United
States in 1828, the Indians living in the eastern half of the
country lost all chance of remaining in their original homes. The
man from Tennessee was most determined in his efforts to move
all Indian tribes west of the Mississippi River and he succeeded
so well that those few Indians able to escape were either members
of tribes which were so weak they could be ignored, or those able
to hide in the mountains of North Carolina or swamplands of
Florida. As early as July 17, 1828, Governor DuVal claimed that
the Apalachicola leaders were willing to visit Indian Territory
and, if they found the area acceptable, the band would probably
move. It seemed to DuVal that the Indians were in a deplorable
11.

McKenney to DuVal, December 7, 1826, January 29, 1827, ibid.,
682-684, 744.
12. Chiefs to Secretary of War, October 26, 1827, Apalachicola Reserve
and Emigration, 1826-1834, Office of Indian Affairs, National
Archives; hereafter cited as A. R. and E.
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state - they were trading with river boatmen and at least fifty
were ill from a venereal disease: “Humanity demands removal of
these unfortunate people as early as possible.” 13 As suggested by
DuVal a plan for Seminole removal included the selection of one
Indian from each town in Florida to form a party which would
“visit the country designed for them.” 14 One important factor to
be kept in mind was that the Indian lands situated along the
Apalachicola and Chattahoochee rivers had become too valuable
to be retained by the Indians and some way had to be found to
remove the red people. Perhaps even more important was the
feeling along the frontier that the presence of any Indians posed
a threat to the security of the pioneer families. In March, 1830,
John Phagan was promoted from the Apalachicola sub-agency to
the position of agent for all of the Indians in Florida, with headquarters in Central Florida. As a result the Apalachicola position
was left vacant for several years. 15
Although the Treaty of Moultrie Creek had stipulated that a
reservation school be established for Seminole children, the Indians had not desired such an institution. There was, however, a
limited amount of educational opportunity available outside Florida. President Jackson had endorsed a move to have Indian children educated at the Choctaw Academy in Blue Springs, Kentucky. It was suggested that eight Seminole boys between the
ages of ten and fourteen be sent there and, by December, 1830,
eight Apalachicola youngsters, including a son of John Blount,
had enrolled in the school. 16
According to most observers, the Apalachicola Indians were
not doing too badly by 1832. As stipulated by the 1823 treaty
these Indians were paid an annuity of $1,000 and they had
achieved a relative degree of prosperity possessing a considerable
number of horses, cows, hogs, and even some slaves. “In the distribution of the annuity, some ten or fifteen of the head men of
both divisions (Apalachicola and central Florida reservation) received from twenty dollars to seventy dollars each, the lesser
13. DuVal to McKenney, October 12, 1828, A. R a n d E .
14. DuVal to McKenney, July 17, 1828, T.P., XXIV, 42-43.
15. On May 30, 1829, the President of the United States set aside part
of section nos. 14-15, township 3, range 7N and W which was to
be reserved for an agency adjoining the Apalachicola reserves. Ibid.,
222.
16. McKenney to DuVal, April 13, 1830, ibid., 392-93.
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chiefs from five to twenty dollars and the common Indian generally between two and four dollars.” 17 Since the Indians did not
possess bank accounts or a heritage of “saving for a rainy day,”
they usually spent their money within several days upon hard
liquor and goods purchased from nearby traders. The storehouse
filled with corn from the fall harvest usually supplied the Indians
until February or March when most of them were forced to support themselves by hunting or working for the white settlers.
Some of the Apalachicola leaders had rented farm land to the
whites and other Indians were able to earn some money by selling
hides at nearby settlements.
In May, 1832, a treaty was negotiated with the Seminoles at
Payne’s Landing which stipulated that the Indians would move
to the West whenever a delegation visited the Indian Territory
and gave its approval. Such a delegation, including Coi-hadjo,
Yahadjo, Charley Emathla, John Hicks, Holahte Emathla, Nehathoclo, and Jumper, visited Oklahoma and signed an agreement at
Fort Gibson on March 28, 1833, stating that they were satisfied
with the part of the Creek area allotted to them. 18
Although representatives of the federal government were required to devote a tremendous amount of time and energy to de
awesome task of transferring some four thousand Seminoles from
the central Florida reservation to Indian Territory, the several
hundred Apalachicola reserve Indians were not overlooked. As
early as July, 1832, President Jackson directed James Gadsden
to negotiate with these Indians concerning removal and authorized
him to pay as much as $30,000 for the land and complete removal expenses. Obeying the presidental directive, James Gadsden attempted to talk with Blount in August, 1832, but heavy
rain prevented him from meeting the Seminole. He sensed some
problems at this time: “I fear, however, from information received that some attempts have been made by those who hope to
participate in the plunder to induce Blount to be very extravagant
in his demands.” 19
Finally Gadsden’s efforts were successful and on October 11,
17. Westcott to Abraham Bellamy, February 2, 1832, ibid., 668-670.
18. For a full account of this treaty and the unique background see John
K . M a h o n , “ T w o S e m i n o l e T r e a t i e s : P a y n e ’s L a n d i n g , 1 8 3 2 , F t .
Gibson, 1833,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLI (July, 1962), 1-21.
19. Gadsden to Secretary of War, August 30, 1832, T.P., XXIV, 727.
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1832, in a conference held at DuVal’s house in Tallahassee,
Blount and Davy ceded to the United States government their
lands, were promised $13,000, and they in turn agreed to move
west. 20 Econchatimicco and Mulatto King did not appear and
consequently were not represented at the negotiations. Gadsden
toyed with the idea of appointing younger and more complaisant
men in their posts. An exploring party, whose purpose it was to
choose a site where Blount’s and Davy’s bands could settle, was
sent west and included within the group were two or three young
leaders from Mulatto King’s and Econchatimicco’s towns. 21 The
Florida Seminole delegation visited Red Moccasin, an uncle of
Blount who had migrated to Texas many years ago, and obtained
his permission for them to settle along the Trinity River. After
signing the October, 1832, agreement, John Blount attempted to
secure an advance of $400 from the amount due him, but the
federal representatives refused to give him any money until he
was ready to leave Florida. 22
Now that he had signed the agreement to leave Florida,
Blount appeared to have regretted his decision. At first it seemed
that all the Indians living on the Apalachicola reserve would move
but evidence to the contrary was soon seen. Both Mulatto King
and Econchatimicco would not readily agree to removal and
Blount found that some of his men preferred to remain in Florida
with the others. There were more troubles for the Indian leader
- the Indians and the whites invited Blount’s slaves to desert
and remain with them. Blount had an excellent record as friend
of the white man and Andrew Jackson, and he hoped that the
President would give him and his people a yawl as a going-away
present to carry them to Texas, but such hopes appeared to be in
vain. In desperation Blount ordered his people to build fifty
canoes to carry them West. Finally in October, 1833, Gadsden
was notified to purchase a boat for Blount and to present it to
him as a present from the United States government.
During the first half of 1833, the federal authorities made
ready their plans for the Apalachicola bands. John Blount and
his people were scheduled to leave by November 1 and acting20. DuVal to Acting Secretary of War John Robb, October 11, 1832,
ibid., 740.
21. Wiley Thompson to Elbert Herring, August 6, 1834, A. R. and E.
22. Gadsden to Lewis Cass, November 30, 1832, T.P., XXIV, 752-754.
Herring to Gadsden, April 16, 1833, ibid., 833.
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Governor Westcott seemed certain that the others would either
leave with Blount or soon follow: “The agreement of the Seminoles to remove will, I have no doubt, operate strongly against
Mulatto King (Vacapechassa) and Econchati-Micco the two principal Apalachicola chiefs who did not agree last fall and who are
said to be obstinate.” 23
James Gadsden who had been serving for the past few months
as negotiator with the Apalachicolas was able to meet with the
several reluctant leaders, determine their views, and work out a
treaty involving a real estate transaction and other matters of consequence. In signing the agreements on June 18, 1833, leaders
and representatives from the two reserves situated on the Apalachicola and Chattahoochee rivers had placed themselves in a
weaker negotiating position to defend their rights to remain in
Florida. Gadsden discovered that both Econchatimicco and Mulatto King “either did not rightly comprehend the communication
that had been made with the sanction of their signatures; or were
unwilling to yield to the obligation I considered that document
had imposed on them.” 24 Since the Apalachicola reserves had
been allotted in an unsurveyed state and were subject to overflow by the river during flood stages, agreements were made with
these Indians to surrender their lands and accept surveyed areas
in the neighborhood and some cash. Gadsden felt at this time
that the Indians would soon want to move west with the main
body of the Seminoles.
In the year following the signing of the 1832 pact a great
change had taken place within Blount’s band. Forty-seven persons had died of cholera, fifty had joined the Creeks in Alabama,
and thirteen had moved within the main Seminole reservationthus leaving a total of one hundred and sixty-three persons. Yellow Hair and his people wanted to join Blount’s party in their
westward jaunt and, due to the losses suffered by Blount’s band,
this group was allowed to join them.
23. Westcott to Cass, April 27, 1833, ibid., 834-35.
24. Gadsden to Secretary of War, July 6, 1833, ibid., 858-59. For the
entire treaty see Charles J. Kappler, ed., Indian Affairs, Laws and
Treaties, 5 vols. (Washington, 1903-41), II, 398-400. An excellent
map showing full details of the land transactions may be found in
Charles C. Royce “Indian Land Concessions,” Eighteenth Annual
Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology, Part Two (Washington, 1899), Plate 14, designation 185.
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By October, 1833, John Blount had a change of heart and attempted to remain in Florida but it was too late. Blount stated
his dissatisfaction to Agent Thompson and Governor Westcott:
“He had been deceived, trifled with and imposed upon but was
willing to go if the white men did not want him in Florida.” 25
Westcott took a firm stand and told Blount that he must leave
during this winter: “The President of the United States had the
power to drive him off and would do it if he violated the
treaty.” 26 The other Apalachicola bands were warned not to
harbor any person from Blount’s band that might try to escape
the migration. The federal officials assured Blount he would receive his money in Texas and Blount designated a fort near the
Saline River which he might visit to obtain the funds promised
him. The old chief had no choice but to leave Florida.
At first it had seemed that the fall of 1833 would be a good
time for the removal, but such a date proved to be premature.
The fall season had been selected because during this period
cholera disappeared and the hurricane season had come to an end.
After most preparations had been completed for the removal,
someone recalled that eight boys including Blount’s son were
studying at the Choctaw Academy in Great Crossing, Kentucky,
and Blount and his people refused to move a step until the youngsters rejoined the band. Acting-Governor Westcott had knowledge
of this potential problem as early as May, 1833, but communications with the Kentucky institution were not good. During November, DuVal dispatched a letter to Richard M. Johnson, head
of the school, complaining that no news had been received concerning the boys and some persons feared that they had died of
cholera. He requested that the boys be immediately sent home
by steamboat via Nashville, Huntsville, Columbus, and Mount
Vernon, Florida, a route that would carry them within five miles
of their homes but it was not until late in December that the boys,
escorted by Assistant Principal James Henderson, had returned
to Florida. In order to ease the Indians through their period of
waiting, the sum of $1500 was paid to Blount and Davy Elliott
(Osiah Hadjo). 27
25. Memorandum of Convention between Blount, Davy, and Westcott,
October 28, 1833, A. R. and E.
26. Ibid.
27. Johnson took John Vacca the son of Mulatto King to Washington and
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It was during 1833 and 1834 that Blount’s band was forced
to endure a most difficult phase of their time of trouble in Florida.
Three white men and a party of Indians from Alabama seized a
widow of a chief, three children, cattle and hogs, severely beat
Blount, and returned to Alabama with their spoils. 28 Warrants
were issued for the arrest of the culprits and a $100 reward posted but no one was ever convicted of the crimes committed.
Pioneers, in anticipation of pre-emption, began to settle on the
Indian land and disputes concerning the slaves owned by the
Apalachicolas arose as another source of unrest. White persons
claimed certain slaves living among the Apalachicolas and, during
the period that the claims were being considered in court, the
whites attempted to seize the Negroes. 29 Econchatimicco and his
men made ready for a possible clash but the danger was averted.
The source of much of this mischief was the fact that the
sub-agent had previously lived on the reserve and had been able
to protect the Indians but when Phagan had been elevated to the
post of agent, no sub-agent was appointed to replace him. In
order to discourage other such disturbances William Pope was
given a temporary appointment as sub-agent but he was unable
to prevent the next robbery. In May, 1833, when Blount was
absent from home hunting for some lost cattle, three white men
knocked down the door of his house with heavy logs, threatened
his wife, and departed carrying away with them $700 in cash.
Some of the problems at this time were seen in the letter
written by one Apalachicola leader to Agent Wiley Thompson:
I am induced to write you in consequence of the depredations
making and attempted to be made on my farm by a company
of men, negro stealers, some of whom are from Columbus,
and have connected themselves with “Brown and Douglas.”
It is reported and believed by all the white people around here
that a large number of them will very shortly come down here
and attempt to take off Billy, Jim, Rose and her family, and
he returned to Florida by stagecoach. John’s brother and another
boy died of cholera in Kentucky but the others including Billy, son
of Blount, survived. After the five returned to Florida, another educational group including three from the original band was organized
and returned to the Kentucky school in January, 1834.
28. D. M. Sheffield to DuVal, February 23, 1833, A.S.P.: Indian Affairs,
II, 456.
29. John Walker to Thompson, July 28, 1835, ibid., 463. When the
case was taken to court Judge Cameron declared that the slaves belonged to Econchatimicco.
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others. These same men have been engaged in the same business up in the “Creek nation.” I should like to have your
advice how I should act. I dislike to make any trouble, or to
have any difficulty with any of the white people; but if they
will trespass on my premises and on my rights, I must defend
myself in the best way I can. If they do make this attempt,
and there is no doubt but they will, they must bear the consequences. But is there no civil law that will protect me? Are
the free negroes and the negroes belonging in this town to be
stolen away publicly-in the face of all law and justice carried off and sold to fill the pockets of these worse than “land
pirates?” Certainly not. I know you will not suffer it. Please
direct me how to act in this matter. Douglas and this company hired a man, who has two large trained dogs for the
purpose, to come down and take Billy. The man came, but
seeing he could do nothing alone, has gone off somewhere,
probably to recruit. He is from Mobile, and follows for a
livelihood catching runaway negroes with these large dogs. 30

It was due to the hard work of Agent Wiley Thompson that
the bands of Blount, Davy, and Yellow Hair finally left Florida
bound for New Orleans. The Indians had paddled their canoes
down the Apalachicola River to the bay where they camped at a
place on the northwestern side known as Oat Point and avaited
passage to New Orleans. At this time a white person from Alabama presented a claim for a debt allegedly owed by Blount.
Agent Thompson decided that the claim was invalid but told the
Alabamian to contact the War Department. Sensing that other
dubious debts might be claimed at this time, Thompson accompanied the Seminoles to Louisiana and attempted to by-pass New
Orleans. However, the master of the craft landed the Seminoles
near the city and, after they were paid by Thompson, William
Beattie filed suit for $6,500. In order to avoid waiting until the
November session of court, the Seminoles paid $2,000 and assigned to Beattie two slaves worth $1,000. This satisfied the claim
and the Indians went one hundred miles up the Mississippi,
thence across the lakes on a trip which would take them to the
Trinity River in Texas. Blount died soon after his arrival in the
new location. In a few well-chosen words Agent Wiley Thompson
summarized what Beattie had been allowed to do to the harried
Indians:
30. John Walker to Wiley Thompson, July 28, 1835, A.S.P.: Military
Affairs, II, 463.
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This man Beattie, to effect his object, did, I have very little
doubt, commit forgery and perjury. He presented a petition
in the name of Cochrane, and supported it by his affidavit as
Cochrane’s agent. Cochrane died shortly after he signed the
treaty under which Blunt and Davey emigrated. Beattie could
not therefore be Cochrane’s agent, nor could the petition
which he swore to have been signed by Cochrane. If I am
correct in this view of the subject, Beattie may be convicted,
first for swindling; second for forgery; and third for perjury;
which at the same time an action at law for the recovery of
the money and Negroes of which he swindled those chiefs
may be sustained. 31
In October, 1834, a conference was held at Fort King to settle
some details of the previously agreed-upon Seminole removal from
Florida. At this meeting several leaders, including Osceola,
Jumper, and Billy Bowlegs, stated their determined opposition to
movement to the West at this time. Holate and Fucktaluste Hajo
took Agent Wiley Thompson aside and told him that they were
willing to comply with the agreement, but they were in grave
danger from the die-hard majority faction of the tribe. They
suggested that they be permitted to live among the Apalachicolas
until the actual removal began. Thompson replied that such a
procedure would be impossible but the government would protect
the two leaders and their followers and, if any danger arose, they
could retire to Blount’s former reserve. 32
In December, 1834, Agent Thompson received a letter from
Superintendent of Indian Affairs Elbert Herring in which the
terms of the June 18, 1833, treaty were most carefully spelled
out:
I transmit a copy of the Treaties with the Apalachicolas,
and ask your attention to their provisions. You will perceive
that these treaties present three alternatives to the Indians.
1. If under the 2nd article they retain their reservations,
the United States will withdraw their protection, as soon as
the Seminoles and Blount’s band have emigrated. During
this period, the United States will pay to them their proportion of the annuity of $5000, secured by the treaty of Camp
Moultrie, and the balance of this annuity for its unexpired
term, when this period is closed.
31. Wiley Thompson to Secretary of War Lewis Cass, December 12,
1834, ibid., 521.
32. Thompson to Elbert Herring, October 28, 1834, T.P., XXV, 58-63.
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2. If they sell their lands under the 2nd Article and
remove to Arkansas, at any time prior to the completion of
the removal of the Seminoles, then they must pay, from their
private resources, all the expenses of their migration and subsistence.
3. If under the 2nd Article they surrender within the
same period their reservations to the United States and join
the Creeks and Seminoles, in Arkansas and give up the treaty
made with themselves, the United States will pay them three
thousand dollars for the reservation granted by the 2nd
Article, and extend to them all the beneficial provisions of
the treaty of Payne’s Landing, a copy of which is enclosed.
These three propositions of the treaties are distinct and
intelligible, and the Department cannot vary them.
If they follow Blount to Texas, then the United States
will be bound by the first proposition, to pay the annuity as
there stated, and nothing more.
No provision is made by the treaty, for a surrender to the
United States and a union with Blount in Texas. If they
surrender to the United States, and join the Seminoles in
Arkansas and relinquish the treaty made with themselves,
then the 3rd proposition as above stated, will be binding upon
the United States and upon them.
You are requested to explain these treaties to the Indians,
that they may understand all that it is in the power of the
Government to do for them. 33

As stipulated above, the terms of the treaty were carefully
explained to the Indians but one unexpected problem arose. Yellow Hair, who had migrated with Blount and Davy to Texas,
appealed for federal funds through the intercession of an interpreter, Stephen Richards. It was pointed out to Yellow Hair that
the only money due him was the share of the annuity. 34 If his
land had been surrendered to the government and he had moved
to the Indian Territory he would have received a larger amount
of money. Yellow Hair and his band, however, received $3,250
in June, 1835, when they sold some 960 acres to Jesse Coe and
David Raney.
When the bloody Second Seminole War blazed forth in De33. Herring to Thompson, December 23, 1834, ibid., 83. In November,
1834, it appeared that Econchatimicco and Mulatto King might go
to Texas. Blount’s wife was a daughter of Mulatto King and Econchatimicco would go wherever Mulatto King desired. The death of
Blount, however, ended any chance of removal to Texas. See Herring
to Thompson, December 2, 1834, ibid., 71.
34. Lewis Cass to Thompson, April 29, 1835, ibid., 134-185.
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cember, 1835, the Apalachicola bands gave full aid and comfort
to the whites but their efforts were not appreciated. As early as
January, 1836, Governor John Eaton requested David M. Sheffield to proceed to the Apalachicola River and persuade some
Apalachicolas to join the militia companies being organized to
wage a campaign against the hostiles. Eleven or more Indians
volunteered their services and were soon at the center of operations in Tampa. In an additional move to demonstrate their feelings of friendliness, most of the warriors surrendered their firearms. This gesture was of no avail for some rascals from Georgia
invaded the Apalachicola reserves in March, 1836, and stole
twenty slaves from defenseless Econchatimicco. 36 In a meeting
held at Quincy on May 14, 1836, the citizens of Gadsden County resolved among various other matters: “Whereas there are
some indications of a hostile nature among the Indians on the
Apalachicola River, it be respectfully recommended to the Governor of the Territory to disarm those Indians and take such other
steps as he may deem necessary to preserve their neutrality.” 37
In June, 1836, Archibald Smith, Jr., was appointed agent in
charge of the Apalachicola Indians at a rate of $500 per year. In
the letter of appointment he was “requested to use your best
endeavors to keep these Indians friendly and to protect them
from injury by white persons.” 38 It was suggested in the same
letter that he press for their speedy removal for “circumstances
will not suffer them to remain in Florida.”
By August, 1836, the reserve Indians were in a desperate
situation. Although they had assisted the military in operations
against the hostiles, the whites had driven them from their homes
and had stolen slaves and property. Consequently, they had
been unable to plant their usual crops and sought rations of corn
and beef from the government. It was most discouraging to be
attacked by both forces in the war; some of Osceola’s raiders
were able to elude the troops and inflict damage on the Apalachicolas.
Exactly one year after their agent sought help, United States
35.
36.

David M. Sheffield to Cass, February 9, 1836, ibid., 567-568.
Econchatimicco to Congress of the United States, April 2, 1836,
ibid., 462.
37. Resolution by Citizens of Gadsden County, May 14, 1836, ibid.,
284-285.
38. George Gibson to Archibald Smith, Jr., June 14, 1836, ibid., 312.
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district attorney, George Walker, was directed to investigate these
outrages and “make inquiries as to whether it is probable these
Indians would be willing now to dispose of their reservations and
join their kindred west of the Mississippi.” 39 Walker visited the
several Indian reserves and found some things that were most disconcerting. Probably the most serious situation of all was evidence that Agent Archibald Smith had established a liquor shop
and was selling hard liquor and ammunition to the Indians. It
was said that the grog establishment proprietor was doing his best
to discourage removal to the West. When thirty or forty well
armed Creek Indians fled from Alabama into the area and were
received as friends by the Seminoles the ingredients of an Indian
war were readily available at the reserves. 40 Fortunately for all
concerned, the Creek warriors were taken away and the Apalachicolas remained at peace.
By 1838 the federal authorities began their final drive to
remove the Apalachicolas from Florida. It was pointed out to
them that by remaining in Florida they would be subject to the
laws of Florida “without annuity, without claim on the care and
protection of the general government, with no means of support
but the proceeds of the balance of their reserves and the residue
of the annuity then to be advanced to them.” 41 As a result of
the above effort, Econchatimicco, Mulatto King, and other leaders
signed on June 20, 1838, deeds which surrendered title to the
reserves. They agreed to move west by October. When Governor
Call needed men to drive the removal-fleeing Alabama Creeks
from the swamps near Pensacola, the Apalachicolas volunteered
their services. They spent several months tracking down the fugitives but never received any money or reward for their efforts.
In order to place the final touches upon the removal, Daniel
Boyd visited Mulatto King’s and Econchatimicco’s towns so that
he could make a suitable census and appraisal of personal property
and real estate, but experienced some difficulties. Although given
two weeks notice, few people made themselves available for questioning - but most of the men could be found at nearby saloons.
None of the land had been surveyed and it was difficult to locate
boundaries, but two whites claimed by pre-emption half a section
39.
40.
41.

Carey A. Harris to George Walker, August 2, 1837, ibid., 409.
Walker to Harris, January 25, 1838, ibid., 458-59.
Walker to Harris, May 21, 1838, ibid., 506-507.
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on the reserve. 42 Finally on October 28, 1838, the entire group
of Apalachicola Seminoles and a small number of Creeks departed
from Florida for the West aboard one steamer and two schooners.
The land they had left was surveyed and ready for sale by August, 1839. 43
After 1838 there were no longer any Apalachicola Seminoles
living in the Apalachicola valley. The Indians had done their
best to remain on friendly terms with the whites but it was an
impossible task, for the frontier folks wanted no Indians living in
their neighborhood. Daniel Boyd compiled a list of the Apalachicola claims and the money each Indian received in compensation
from the Government. Samples taken at random from the list 44
indicate that most of the holdings were small but a few were indeed impressive.
N AMES OF
CLAIMANTS
F OR W HAT
AMOUNT
Capt. Billy
1 cabin, 1 crib, 1 shed, 2 acres
$ 37.00
improved land, fences
John Walker
8 acres improved land
40.00
Econ Chatta Micco
1 cabin, 1 stone house, 1 crib, 1
summer house, 3 log cabins,
1 shed, 1 fence and pen with
144.00
3 acres improved land.
Econ Chatta Micco Seventy acres improved land,
2 mills, 14230 rails
492.80
Billy Simipky
2 cabins, 1 crib, 3 acres
improved land
46.00
Miller
1 cabin
8.00
1
Miletochur
1 cabin 1 /2 acres improved land
12.00
Ora Nathla
1 cabin 1 1/2 acres improved land
18.00
Talassee
1 cabin
8.00
Tom Green
2 cabins, 2 acres improved land
23.00
1
Tice
1 /2 acres improved land
8.00
This concluded a chapter in Florida history which could not be
deemed glorious in any sense of the word.
42. Boyd to Harris, September 3, 1839, ibid., 535-536.
43. The survey report is found in ibid., 619-620. A good summary of the
Apalachicolas’ final days in Florida is found in Edwin C. McReynolds,
The Seminoles (Norman, 1957), 214-215.
44. A list of claims of Apalachicola Indians who have emigrated West
of the Mississippi River, Florida Superintendency, Emigration 18391853, Office of Indian Affairs, National Archives. According to
Boyd who accompanied the Indians westward, one-half of Mulatto
Ring’s band was composed of fugitives from other tribes. It was due
to pressure exerted by General Zachary Taylor’s troops that the Apalachicolas and assorted fugitives consented to removal, but when the
troops were withdrawn prior to embarkation, Boyd had a most difficult
time. Boyd to Commissioner Crawford, January 26, 1839, Office of
Indian Affairs.
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